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is worse than a portentous humbug. When one considers the small 

amount available for ethnological work, the widespread desire of 

American taxpayers for information on the languages of the tribes who 

inhabited the United States and left their place names on all sides, and 

the rapid progress of those languages toward extinction, the publication 

of such a volume as this by the government is a misdemeanor, if not a 

crime. T „ _, 

J. P. Dunn 

A history of the Canadian bank of commerce. With an account of the 
other banks which now form part of its organization. By Victor 
Boss. Volume i. (Toronto: Oxford university press, 1920. 516 p.) 

In this first volume upon the history of the Canadian bank of com- 
merce the author traees the development of several of the institutions 
which were later absorbed by the present bank of commerce. The 
material presented has to do for the most part with the activities of 
the men who formed these early banks and with descriptive accounts 
of the gradual development of the institutions to the point where they 
lose their separate identities through amalgamations. 

The history of the growth of these institutions is given in detail which 
at times becomes wearisome in spite of the journalist's emphasis upon 
those details which are expected to be most entertaining to the general 
reader. Many of these details relate to such matters as the attempts 
to find a satisfactory currency to meet the needs of these early communi- 
ties, suspension of specie payments by the banks, and the relations be- 
tween the government and the institutions. These are of great interest 
to the student of economic conditions. Other descriptive material, such 
as the types of keys in use, has a less important place in such a work. 

What is probably the most important portion of this volume is that 
in which the author gives attention to the general economic conditions 
of early Canada as a background for his description of the early attempts 
to provide satisfactory mediums of exchange and to form financial in- 
stitutions. It is to be regretted, however, that in this connection so 
little attention isf given to monetary and banking principles and to the 
scientific explanation and results of the incidents narrated. A typical 
example appears on page 127, where the author states the fact that the 
notes issued by the government of Prince Edward island depreciated until 
thirty shillings in the island currency were equal to only twenty in 
sterling. No explanation is given and we learn no lesson from this ex- 
perience. 

On pages 4 and 32 very brief references are made to the Halifax 
currency, a mere money of account with no corresponding coins. In 
terms of this money, silver dollars from the West Indies and South 
America as well as British, Spanish, Portuguese, and French coins were 
given official rating and the author writes of various attempts to keep 
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the coins at home by overrating them. Such incidents as this are of the 

greatest interest and value and deserve more than passing mention. 

In connection with the description of conditions in early Canada the 

author takes occasion to refer frequently and sometimes at length to the 

banking and currency experiences of the United States. It was quite 

the usual thing for the organizers of a Canadian bank first to study the 

methods in use by institutions in Boston and New York, and the present 

close connection between the latter city and Canadian banks had its 

beginning in a very early period. „ ._. „ 

P. Warren Stehman 

New England in the life of the world. By Howard Allen Bridgman. 
(Boston: The Pilgrim press, 1920. 395 p. $4.00) 

This is what the author calls the "New England Dynamic." He 
takes more or less for granted what New England is, and is concerned 
with that impulse which, from the time when New England was scarcely 
planted, caused New Englanders to believe it their highest duty to make 
the world resemble New England. It is particularly appropriate to 
paint this almost unique contribution of character and leadership to the 
molding of other communities on the three hundredth birthday of this 
parent teacher who seems to have landed full powered on Plymouth 
Rock, like Minerva from the brow of Zeus. This is, however, not a 
volume written for an occasion, but a long-wrought work, which will 
have a permanent value. 

Mr. Bridgman follows the geographic method of Mathews' Expansion 
of New England, to which he makes his acknowledgments. His special 
contribution is that he deals with the movement in terms of individuals. 
He has devoted a lifetime to acquiring a personal familiarity with the 
men and women who have carried New England ideas and traits through 
the world. He probably possesses a wider personal acquaintance with 
them than any one now living. This treatment gives a numan tone 
to the movement and will make this book a necessary companion of Mrs. 
Mathews' work, though it is to be feared that there are too many charac- 
ters to create in the reader that sense of intimacy which the author un- 
doubtedly possesses. In 368 pages of text about a thousand life stories 
are told. 

Within the United States these characters are of all professions and 
occupations. Living in one of these New England colonies, the reviewer 
cannot entirely agree with the author's selection of persons, but he 
finds the treatment of those selected sound. Outside the United States 
the story is largely one of missionary activity — a chapter of that 
history of missions the writing of which is perhaps the greatest desidera- 
tum for the understanding of the modern age. 

Carl Russell Fish 



